
‘OPIHI R
est Area

‘OLELO (speak) communicate with other  
       families so you don’t pick the same area at  
       the same time 

 P ICK JUST A FEW at a time - ‘opihi  
       don’t make more ‘opihi in the freezer

 I NCH & A QUARTER + pick bigger 
      than 1 1/4” but leave the really big ones*

 H ULI HELE (search everywhere) keep  
      moving, pick from different areas

 ‘I HI KO‘ELE (respect Ko‘ele) leave the 
      Ko‘ele alone, they live under the water line 
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MAke ‘O
pihi MOMONA AGAIN

BEST PRACTICES 
FOR HARVESTING

Say Aloha at Ohana@Kipahulu.ORG or 
VISIT Kipahulu.ORG To learn more about 
OUR ‘Opihi Rest Area & MONITORING Efforts 

MORE ‘Opihi 
MORE ‘Opihi
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Kipahulu
Our Kipahulu community is reviving the traditional practice of resting 

an area from ‘opihi harvest so that it will be momona (abundant) 

again. The concept is simple – allowing one area to rest means those 

‘opihi have the chance to grow larger and produce more keiki that can 

spill over into neighboring areas, providing more ‘opihi for all of us! 

A community-led study in East Maui from 2014-

2017 showed more ‘opihi within the rest area and 

down current from the rest area. But in order for 

the population to recover to a sustainable level, it 

needs a few generations to re-establish. 

The good news is when there are a lot of ‘opihi 

close together, they produce many more keiki 

than if they are far apart, and very large ‘opihi 

also produce more keiki. ‘Opihi reproduce quickly 

– every six months – so if we all work together, we 

can help ‘opihi maintain sustainably harvestable 

levels outside the rest area!
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‘OPIHI REST AREA

‘OHE‘O

Only pick ‘opihi outside  
of the rest area
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* The legal harvest size  
  for ‘opihi within the     
  Kipahulu Community- 
  Based Subsistence  
  Fishing Area (CBSFA)  
  is a minimum shell  
  length of 2”  
* The Hawai‘i State    
  minimum is 1 1/4”
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